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Yet, what impressions have these things made
upon some of the politest men in this age, who pre-
tending to extirpate all the notions of religion in
their souls, begin it with denying the being of the
God that evidently made them; if you pretend to
argue from reason, from nature, from visible things
to invisible, they reject it all, and call for demon-
stration ; they will have heaven measured mathe-
matically and geographically, as it were by scale
and compass, and will judge of things invisible ac-
cording to Gunter ; they will allow of nothing but
what they can see with their eyes, and feel with
their hands, nor will they believe any such thing as
an incomprehensible. They will have all heaven
resolved into nature, all religion into reason, and all
God into philosophy. They are not thus difficult
in other things; less evidence will serve them in
crime, and they will make shift with the weakest
arguments in the world, to persuade themselves
into the lawfulness and justice of the vilest things
that they allow the practice of; so partial are they
to their corrupt inclinations, so prejudiced against
everything that looks like a superior and legal re-
straint to their vices. Is not this justly called
magic ? is it not with the utmost propriety brought
into a system of magic ? is it not really a black
art, a piece of conjuration and witchcraft ? is it not
all necromancy and the Devil ?

When human wit, in search of things divine,
Would reason's light with revelation join,
Expect to have Almighty being made known
By the same light by which TV e know our own ;
Creating by created would explain,
And demonstration of first powers obtain j

How does the wild philosophy confess,
Its weakness, ignorance, and emptiness ;
How do the naturalists and So So's dream,
\\ hen gravely they present the sacred scheme !